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PARISH OF ST. JOHN AND ST. LUKE, CLAY HILL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Parochial Church Council on Thursday 11 July 2019, 

commencing at 7.30pm, Jean Price Hall 

Present: 

Rev’d Peter Godden (Chair), Marion Berry, Valerie Budd, Ian Buswell, Rosemary Dixon 

(Secretary), Mary Englefield, Cheryl Graham, Peter Livermore, Michael Mansfield, 

Gillian Medcalf, Elaine Plumb, Andrew Reid, John Rhatigan, Monica Wood, John 

Wright, Joan Young. 

 

Item  Action by: 

1 Apologies for absence: 

Paul Bates, Roy Tungatt. 

 

   

2 Minutes of the previous meeting: 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16 May 2019 were approved and 

signed by the Chair. 

 

   

3 Actions and Matters Arising and not included on the Agenda:  

3.1 13.3  The consultation document concerning terms limits for Deanery Synod 

members had been completed and returned. 

 

   

4 Vicar’s Report:  

4.1 Received:  The Vicar’s report: 

The Vicar expressed his sorrow that he had not been able to share the Easter 

services with the congregations and thanked Fr David, Mary Englefield, the 

churchwardens, Andrew Reid, Caroline Godden, the Archdeacon and Stephen 

Coleman (Chair of the Annual Meetings), and all for their love, concern and 

support. 

The lack of fire doors of St Luke’s flat had been a major concern for the safety 

of the tenants. 

The Quiz in June had been fun and successful in raising funds. 

The All-Age Services had been busy, particularly this last Sunday. 

Many baptisms were booked for the Autumn. 

The St John’s Festival with visiting preacher for the patronal service had been 

a joyful occasion, and he thanked all who had contributed to the Flower Show, 

particularly the organisers Marion Berry and Gill Medcalf.  

 

   

5 Finance:  

5.1 Finance Report:  

5.1.1 Received:  The Finance Report and Commentary on the Accounts as at 11 

July 2019 (Appendix A) from the Treasurer. 

 

   

5.1.2 Reported:  The total income for the year to date was £68,790 and expenditure 

£70,574, resulting in a deficit of £1,784 mainly due to the lych gate expenses.  
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However, the normal operating income was £62,961 and expenditure £44,578 

with a surplus of £18,383. 

 

5.1.3 Reported:  The Metro Bank current account was open and all standing orders 

had been transferred leaving £9,478 in the Barclays account for the time 

being.  Currently Mary Englefield and John Wright were the only signatories, 

but Father Peter and Ian Buswell will be added in the near future 

 

   

5.1.4 Reported:  St Luke’s Hall:  The water supply to the flat was being 

reconfigured through to the hall on the meter.  Gas had been turned off and 

little electricity was being used.  The Council had been notified of the change 

of usage from residential, so there would be no Council Tax to pay for the flat.  

Fire doors had been purchased but would not be installed, a saving of £4,500. 

 

   

5.1.5 Reported:  St John’s Lych Gate:  If the Diocese grant of £5,000 and match 

funding from Santander are received, there will be a shortfall of 

approximately £8,100.  Half the loan will be paid back in August and the other 

half later. 

 

   

5.1.6 Reported:  St John’s heater:  As expected, another heater installed in 2010 

needed replacement at an estimated cost of £1,200.  The VAT would be 

claimed back. 

Agreed:  After discussion it was agreed to replace the heater, as there would 

be no heat in this area of the church if the other heater failed. 

 

 

 

J Wright 

   

5.2 Stewardship Report:  

 Received:  The Stewardship Report 1 January to 30 June 2019 (Appendix B) 

from the Stewardship Recorder. 

 

 Reported:  The Stewardship contributions were on track in comparison to the 

previous year. 

 

   

 The PCC thanked John Wright and Marion Berry for their work as Treasurer 

and Stewardship Recorder, together with Mary Englefield for setting up the 

Metro bank account. 

 

   

6 Buildings:  

6.1 St John’s Church:  

6.1.1 Received:  The Churchwarden’s report.  

   

6.1.2 Reported:  A temporary faculty of 18 months had been granted by the Diocese 

to hang the collaged lamb of St John, created at the 2018 Arts and Crafts Day, 

on the wall. 

 

   

6.1.3 Reported:  The rebuilding of the lych gate was completed.  Guttering and 

wood staining were still to be done, together with new and repaired paving 

and drainage. 
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6.1.4 Proposed:  To mark the restoration of the lych gate. 

Noted:  The lych gate had been built in 1933 using funds raised remaining 

from the First World War memorial bells and had been dedicated by the 

Bishop of Willesden (the Diocese at the time). 

Reported:  Bishop Rob would be available to attend a service in the afternoon 

or evening of Remembrance Sunday. 

Noted:  The evening Remembrance Service at St John’s in 2018 had been 

poorly attended. 

Proposed:  To invite the Local History Society, the Enfield Preservation 

Society (who gave a grant), the Crews Hill Residents Association and all 

contributors to the restoration and to ensure that as many members of the 

congregation as possible were able to attend. 

Agreed:  That the Bishop is invited to a service at 3 or 4pm. 

Proposed:  To place a plaque on the lych gate, eg, “In remembrance of 

members of this parish who served their country in the First World War”, and 

a list of contributors to the refurbishment to be placed near the war memorial 

plaques inside the church.  Daniel Benson would be asked whether permission 

would be needed for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M Berry 

J Young 

 

 

Fr Peter 

 

 

 

M Berry 

   

6.2 St Luke’s Church:  

6.2.1 Reported:  The guttering was in need of repair.  

   

6.2.2 Received:  A proposal for the installation of curtains for the West Door before 

the cold weather arrived (Appendix D). 

Reported:  An estimate had been received for wrong measurements.  A new 

quotation had been received of £1,121 which included VAT and fitting. 

 

 Resolved:  To accept the quotation. 

Noted:  The fitting would be completed within 4-5 weeks of an order being 

submitted. 

Wardens 

   

6.2.3 Reported:  The noticeboards were derelict. 

Noted:  The noticeboards had been expertly painted by Ian McCoig who had 

died in 2018.  The refurbishment had been deferred until a suitable period had 

passed so as not to upset relatives.  Fr Peter had researched some companies 

and would report to the next PCC. 

 

 

 

Fr Peter 

   

6.3 St John’s Hall:  

6.3.1 Noted:  There were no issues to report.  

   

6.4 St Luke’s Hall:  

6.4.1 Reported:  Use of the hall was continuing as before.  

   

6.4.2 Noted:  Quotations had been accepted for repairs to the skylights and these 

would shortly be carried out. 
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6.4.3 Reported:  In the past, permission had been granted for a garage to be built on 

land belonging to the hall adjoining a house in Birkbeck Road.  The owners 

had been using it for storage but it was now empty and the house was for sale.  

Enquiries have been received concerning renting it. 

Agreed:  That the garage is not rented out, but is made secure until a decision 

on its future is made 

 

   

6.4.4 Reported:  Due to misunderstandings of the situation, complaints had been 

received concerning the termination of the tenancy of the flat.  The 

Archdeacon had spoken to the persons concerned and explained the reason for 

the termination, ie, due to fire safety and risk to life.  He had planned to speak 

to the Council concerning rehousing, but in the meantime, the tenants had 

found an ideal property and had moved.  The situation had therefore been 

resolved.  The Archdeacon had thanked the tenants’ friend for his love and 

concern for his neighbours. 

 

   

6.4.5 Proposed:  To clear the flat, garage, basement and garden area and secure it.  

It was estimated that this would take 1 morning for 4 volunteers to achieve 

with the hire of a skip, or a clearance company could be hired. 

Agreed:  That Andrew Reid would investigate the costs of clearance 

companies and report to the Standing Committee. 

Noted:  Some electrical goods might be reusable, particularly the freezer for 

St Luke’s kitchen and the Winter Night Shelter. 

 

 

 

A Reid 

   

6.4.6 Considered:  The parish should be maintaining its properties to extend the life 

of its assets.  However, as a decision about the future of the hall had not been 

made for a number of years, only repairs to keep the hall structurally sound 

and watertight, with some redecorating, had been done.  The running of the 

hall was a huge amount of work for Ian Buswell and money needed to be 

spent to support him.   

 

   

6.5 Health & Safety and Risks Assessment:  

6.5.1 Reported:  There were no serious incidents to report.  

   

6.5.2 Reported:  St Luke’s basement needed to be cleared, and doors put either side 

of the organ for safer storage areas. 

 

   

6.5.3 Noted:  A health and safety review had been undertaken by Precision Safety 

Services in the Spring, and there was nothing of note still to deal with. 

 

   

6.5.4 Recommended:  That “Junior” wardens, treasurer, etc needed to be recruited 

and trained. 

 

   

 The PCC thanked the Wardens, Health and Safety Officer and Treasurer for 

their work on these matters and in particular Ian Buswell. 

 

   



5 

 

7 Safeguarding:  

7.1 Received:  The Safeguarding Statement for review.  

 Adopted:  The Safeguarding Statement which was signed by the Vicar 

(Appendix E). 

 

 Noted:  The new format Statement from the Diocese for display in the 

churches would be completed (with photographs) by the Vicar and the 

Safeguarding Officer, together with the Safeguarding Audit. 

Fr Peter 

C Graham 

   

7.2 Agreed:  Cheryl Graham was happy to continue as Safeguarding Officer, and 

Paul Bates as Children’s Champion, and the PCC agreed these re-

appointments. 

 

   

8 Risk Register:  

8.1 Noted:  Andrew Reid was compiling a Risk Register. A Reid 

   

9 Christians Against Poverty:  

9.1 Noted:  The Vicar would find out what progress was being made with this 

project in Enfield. 

Fr Peter 

   

10 Services:  

10.1 Noted:  The Services would continue in their usual pattern, and in addition, 

Harvest Festival would be held on 6 October, and St Luke’s Patronal Festival 

on 13 October. 

 

   

11 Social Events and Fundraising Committee:  

11.1 Received:  A summary of the parish events and funds raised (Appendix F).   

Noted:  A couple of errors in the numbers, but it showed that over £6,500 had 

been raised. 

 

   

11.2 Reported:  The Committee had not been convened since February, but would 

be again in the near future.  Gill Medcalf and the Vicar would meet shortly to 

discuss future events, including the Wedding Dress Event.  A Quiz Night 

would be held in September, The Three Valleys Choir concert was on 26 

October and a talk regarding Myddleton House was scheduled in the summer. 

Fr Peter 

G Medcalf 

   

 The Vicar thanked all those contributing to the fundraising and in particular 

Marion Berry and Gill Medcalf for their hard work. 

 

   

12 See Confidential Annexe  

   

13 Any other business:  

13.1 Reported:  Andrew Reid, having achieved 70 years of age, needed special 

dispensation from the Bishop to continue to minister as a Licensed Lay 

Minister. 

Agreed:  The PCC agreed that dispensation is sought from the Bishop for 

Andrew to continue in this capacity. 

 

 

 

Fr Peter 
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13.2 The Vicar welcomed John Rhatigan who had been co-opted to the PCC.  

   

14 Dates of next meetings:  

 PCC:  On Thursdays at 7.30pm: 

• 19 September (St Luke’s Church) 

• 14 November (St Luke’s Church) 

There would also be an Autumn AwayDay. 

 

 

Signed:       Date: 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


