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PARISH OF ST. JOHN AND ST. LUKE, CLAY HILL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Parochial Church Council on Thursday 19 September 

2019, commencing at 7.30pm, St Luke’s Church 

Present: 

Rev’d Peter Godden (Chair), Marion Berry, Valerie Budd, Ian Buswell, Rosemary Dixon 

(Secretary), Mary Englefield, Cheryl Graham, Peter Livermore, Michael Mansfield, 

Stephen Morgan, Andrew Reid, John Rhatigan, Roy Tungatt, Monica Wood, John 

Wright, Joan Young. 

 

Item  Action by: 

1 Apologies for absence: 

Paul Bates, Gillian Medcalf, Elaine Plumb. 

 

   

2 Co-Option of Stephen Morgan to the PCC  

2.1 Proposed:  By Monica Wood to co-opt Stephen Morgan, Cub Leader and past 

PCC member, to the PCC.  Seconded by Joan Young. 

Approved:  The PCC approved the co-option of Stephen Morgan to the PCC. 

 

   

3 Minutes of the previous meeting: 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11 July 2019 were approved and 

signed by the Chair. 

 

   

4 Actions and Matters Arising and not included on the Agenda:  

4.1 Noted:  No actions and matters arising.  

   

5 Vicar’s Report:  

5.1 Received:  The Vicar’s report: 

• The End of St John’s School Year service had been a wonderful event. 

• There had been several Baptisms and many more were planned. 

• The Vicar and Michael Mansfield had officiated at the evening service at 

the United Reformed Church. 

• The Vicar thanked David Nash for covering two services and Tom Barren 

and Valerie Budd for officiating at the majority of mid-week services. 

• The new year at St John’s School had started really well.  Emerald Class 

had chosen the best six from the seventeen School values for the school to 

follow. 

 

   

6 Finance:  

6.1 Finance Report:  

6.1.1 Received:  The Finance Report and Commentary on the Accounts as at 19 

September 2019 (Appendix A) from the Treasurer. 

 

6.1.2 Reported:  The total income for the year to date was £95,273 and expenditure 

£107,739, resulting in a deficit of £12,476.  However, the normal operating 

income was £79,442 and expenditure £60,636 with a surplus of £18,806. 
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6.1.3 Reported:  All four signatories had been registered with Metro Bank:  Ian 

Buswell, Mary Englefield, Peter Godden and John Wright. 

 

6.1.4 Reported:  St John’s Lych Gate:  The first part of the Diocese grant of £5,000 

had been repaid.  Assuming that match funding from Santander is received, 

there will be a shortfall of approximately £3,600. 

 

6.1.5 Proposed:  St Luke’s Hall:  To review and make decisions for its future before 

the Quinquennial survey next July. 

 

   

6.2 Common Fund Offer:  

6.2.1 Reported:  In June, the PCC agreed to offer £54,400 for 2020, ie, the same 

figure as for 2019, taking into account the loss of revenue from St Luke’s 

Hall, and reduction of reserves due to the Lychgate, noticeboards and roof 

repairs.  On 23 August, the Archdeacon has written to the Parish requesting 

the PCC to reconsider this offer by raising it by 2.9% (Appendix B).  

 

 Noted: 

• 2.9% is approximately a further £1,500 per annum, or £125 per month. 

• The Parish has increased its offer each year since 2005 in line with 

inflation. 

• The Parish has benefitted from the Diocese during the last year in 

particular, and will need its support in the next 12 months. 

• Next year, the lych gate project will have been completed, and fund 

raising projects will be available for other projects.  One large event 

would cover this cost. 

• A raise of 2.4% would meet ministry costs. 

Proposed:  To offer 2.9%. 

Agreed:  Unanimously, to raise the offer by 2.9% to £55,900 for 2020, but 

also to provide a rationale, ie, the loss of revenue.  The Vicar would respond 

to the Archdeacon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicar 

   

6.3 Stewardship Report:  

 Received:  The Stewardship Report 1 January to 30 August 2019 (Appendix 

C) from the Stewardship Recorder. 

 

 Reported:  The Stewardship contributions were on track in comparison to the 

previous year. 

 

   

 The PCC thanked John Wright and Marion Berry for their work as Treasurer 

and Stewardship Recorder. 

 

   

7 Buildings:  

7.1 St John’s Church:  

7.1.1 Received:  The Churchwarden’s report (Appendix D).  

 Reported:  The work on the lych gate had been completed.  The architect will 

issue a final certificate shortly. 

 

7.1.2 Reported:  A piece of plaster had fallen from the Chancel ceiling and the area 

had been cordoned off and the Diocese notified.  The Diocese has allowed the 

rest of the church to continue being used.  The architect will examine the area 

Warden 
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as soon as a cherry picker or scaffolding becomes available.  The repair will 

need specialist contractors as a special licence was required for the height. 

Agreed:  To contact Bakers of Danbury. 

7.1.3 Reported:  A gas heater had been ordered to replace one of two at the altar.  If 

there was a problem with the replacement, the heater from the vestry could be 

moved and the replacement put in the vestry. 

Warden 

7.1.4 Noted:  The annual testing of the emergency lighting had been completed.  

Noted:  The spotlights and uplighters needed replacement. 

 

J Wright 

 

   

7.2 St Luke’s Church:  

7.2.1 Reported:  The thermal curtain had been put up at the west door.  

   

7.2.2 Noticeboards: 

Reported:  It was aimed to have a consistent public outlook for the parish by 

using a consistent font (Candara) and colour palette (dusky red with 

gold/white writing).  The Vicar and Roy Tungatt had refreshed the website 

and received comments on its smartness.  New noticeboards were now 

required. 

Reported:  The Standing Committee 14 August (Appendix E) proposed that 

signs be considered that feature the parish logo, name of church, name and 

contact number of incumbent, and website. 

Received:  Information about three companies:  “Church Noticeboard 

Company”, “Church Noticeboards” and “Signs for Churches”.  Proposed to 

also request information from “Fast Signs” based in Enfield. 

Noted:  £7,500 had been bequested which could be used for this project. 

Agreed:  The most popular shape was the wave, rather than the dome or 

rectangle. 

Agreed:  That the Standing Committee consider the costs, guarantees, 

materials, robustness, installation and delivery.  Also the viability and cost of 

changing information displayed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicar 

 

 

 

 

Buildings SC 

   

7.3 St John’s Hall:  

7.3.1 Noted:  A display cabinet had been donated and its practicalities were being 

considered. 

Warden 

   

7.4 St Luke’s Hall:  

7.4.1 Reported:  The annual inspection of the gas heaters had taken place and no 

problems had been reported.  External work was being carried out.  Bookings 

continued to come in. 

 

7.4.2 Reported:  The services to the flat had been removed from the valuation list, 

the Council had closed the council tax, the water supply had been cut off from 

the flat and reconnected to the hall, and water had been drained from the 

system.  All other services had been closed. 

 

7.4.3 Reported:  John Wright had problems registering the new refuse collections 

on the Council website as the church addresses had not been accepted.  He 

J Wright 
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was in contact with Enfield Council. 

   

7.5 Health & Safety and Risks Assessment:  

7.5.1 Reported:  There were no serious incidents to report apart from St John’s 

ceiling (see point 7.1.2). 

 

   

 The PCC thanked the Wardens, Health and Safety Officer and Treasurer for 

their work on these matters. 

 

   

8 Safeguarding:  

8.1 Noted:  There were no issues to report.  

   

8.2 Reported:  The self-audit had been completed by the Safeguarding Officer and 

the Vicar. 

Accepted:  The audit was accepted by the PCC for submission to the Diocese. 

Noted:  The new safeguarding notices were displayed. 

 

 

Vicar 

   

9 Services:  

9.1 Noted:  The Services would continue in their usual pattern, and in addition the 

following services would be held: 

• 6 October    10.30am  St Luke’s:  Harvest 

• 13 October  10.30am  St Luke’s:  Patronal Eucharist 

• 13 October  6pm  St Luke’s:  Patronal Festival Evensong 

• 18 October  12.30pm  St Luke’s:  Feast Day Said Eucharist 

• 3 November  10.30am St Luke’s:  All Saints’ Day Eucharist 

• 3 November..6pm St John’s:  All Souls’ Eucharist 

• 10 November  10.30am St Luke’s:  Remembrance Eucharist 

• 10 November  3.30pm St John’s: Lych Gate Rededication 

 

   

9.2 Recommended:  A decision needed to be made at the next PCC meeting 

concerning the Christingle service.  Due to large numbers, either a second 

service needed to be held or people turned away.  Also whether the 

service/services be held on Christmas Eve or another date. 

Vicar 

PCC 

   

10 Lych Gate celebration plans:  

10.1 Received:  Proposed plans for the celebration from the Warden (Appendix F).  

 Noted:  Bishop Rob would preside at the Rededication service at 3.30pm on 

Sunday 10 November. 

 

 Proposed:  The order of service follow that of the original dedication of 1930 

where possible as this had been reported in detail in local newspapers and a 

copy was available. 

Vicar 

 Proposed:  A plaque be placed on the lych gate. Vicar 

Warden 

   

11 Clay Hill Singers:  

11.1 Received:  A proposal from Valerie Budd (Appendix G) that the PCC take  
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over from the Mothers’ Union the responsibility for the Clay Hill Singers, as a 

parish project from the start of 2020. 

Noted:  Annie Tucker would manage the practical organisation.  The Parish 

would be responsible for Health & Safety, Risk Assessment, Safeguarding. 

Noted:  Over a 100 people took part on Friday mornings and this was an 

important part of the Parish’s mission. 

Agreed:  To accept the proposal that the PCC take responsibility for the Clay 

Hill Singers from 2020. 

Noted:  This would entail revisions to the finance and consent form wordings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J Wright 

   

12 Social Events and Fundraising Committee:  

12.1 Fund raising report on monies raised: 

Received:  A summary of the parish events and funds raised (Appendix H) 

from the Treasurer. 

Noted:  The dinners hosted by Gill Medcalf were to be added. 

Noted:  £6,402 had been raised during 2018, £7,552 had been raised in 2019 

to date.. 

 

   

12.2 Forthcoming Events:  

 Noted:  Events planned were the Jazz evening, Quiz and Christmas Cracker. 

  

 

 The Vicar thanked all those contributing to the fundraising and in particular 

Marion Berry and Gill Medcalf for their hard work. 

 

   

13 Any other business:  

13.1 Getting senior members of the congregation to services: 

Noted:  Between 5 and 10 people would benefit from being transported to 

services. 

Agreed:  To put an item on the noticesheet requesting volunteers and a co-

ordinator. 

 

 

 

 

A Reid 

   

14 Dates of next meetings:  

 7.30pm Thursday 14 November (St Luke’s Church) 

 

 

Signed:       Date: 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


